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AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND
ACCEPTED ANCIENT YORK MIAsONS OF THE STATE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA, AND THE SUBOR DINATE LODGES UNDER ITs JU-
RISDICTION.
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the State of South Carolina, now met and sitting in Gene-
ral Assembly, and by the authority of the same, That George E.
Johnson, Wm. H. Birney, T. B. Maxwell, Wm. B. Nash, B. A.
Bosemon, Jr., H. J. Maxwell, H. E. Hayne, Wm. Inglis, Jr., Wm.
C. Young, H. L. Bell, R. B. Elliott, R. E. Dereef, J. A. Bowley,
R. H. Gleaves, W. H. Jones, Jr., and their successors in office, be,
and they are hereby, incorporated, by the name of “The Most Wor-
shipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ancient York Masons,
of the State of South Carolina,” and by that name shall have ca-
pacity to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, in any and all of
the Courts of this State; to contract and be contracted with ; to
have a common seal, and to alter the same at pleasure. And the
said Grand Lodge, through its four principal officers, shall have
perpetual succession, and may grant dispensations and charters to
subordinate Lodges, to be subject to and under its Masonic jurisdic-
tion, and make, ordain and establish its constitution, by-laws, rules
and regulations, not inconsistent with the Constitution or laws of
this State, or of the United States; and may acquire, hold and,
enjoy so much real estate as may be necessary for the erection of
proper buildings and offices, not to exceed ten acres, for carrying
on and conducting its business; and, in the erection of its Lodge
room, may erect store rooms or offices in the lower stories thereof,
and rent out the same and collect the rent, and hold or loan the
same out, as the Grand Lodge may desire, subject to the regulations
hereinafter prescribed.
SEC. 2. That said Grand Lodge shall have power to collect its
revenue and to apply the same, according to the ancient custom of
the order, or may loan out the same for the purpose of aiding in
benevolent enterprises, or for the purposes of accumulation: Pro-
vided, That the funds, in money or choses in action, shall not exceed,
in available assets, the sum of fifty thousand dollars at any one
time, and shall nºt be loaned upon usurious interest, nor shall the
funds or accretions thereof be used otherwise than for the payment
of the expenses of the said Grand Lodge, and for charitable pur.
poses; and being thus set apart, the same shall not be liable to tax-
ation.
SEC. 3. That all contracts made, or obligations assumed hereto-
fore, which are not inconsistent with the laws of the land, by said
